
Twelfth Sunday after Holy Pentecost
(Mt. 19:16-26)
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		Christ is in our midst!  He is and ever shall be!
In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
Then said Jesus unto His Disciples, ‘Verily I say unto you, that a rich man shall hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.  And again I say unto you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of God.’

	If salvation, which is to say, our entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven is supposed to be so easy, that is, by grace through faith in Christ God, then why does our Lord and Master make it sound so hard here in today’s Holy Gospel?  The short answer is because it is hard!  Elsewhere in St. Matthew, Jesus says that “’the Kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force’” (Mt. 11:12; Lk. 16:16).  Now what He is referring to here is if you want to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, then you will have to put forth effort, if not great effort, at times!  St. John Chrysostom offers that those who take the Kingdom by violence or by force “are those who have such earnest desire for Christ that they let nothing stand between themselves and faith in [Jesus Christ].”  Faith, beloved, involves work: our working together with God Who has already done everything necessary “for us men, and for our salvation” (Nicene Creed).  “For in Jesus Christ,” St. Paul declares, “neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but faith which worketh by love” (Ga. 5:6; Pp. 2:12-13).
	The story of the rich man who came seeking from Jesus entrance into Eternal Life is linked to the story we heard two Sundays ago when the Disciples, impotent before the crowds to heal a demon possessed soul, are told by our Lord and Master that their unbelief got in the way of their bringing the Kingdom of God to bear.  “’[F]or verily I say unto you,, if ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, “Remove hence to yonder place,” and it shall remove.  And nothing shall be impossible unto you.  However, this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting’” (Mt. 17:19-21).  Faith, coupled with the spiritual works of prayer and fasting, according to our Lord and Master, will bear great fruit!  Faith in Jesus Christ must be exercised if it is to avail anything, including our salvation or entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven!  If we cannot trust Him to accomplish the smallest of things in our lives such as the displacement of mountains, how can we trust Him to accomplish the greatest, which is our salvation for all eternity?  
	It is obvious, is it not, that the rich man who comes seeking Eternal Life from our Lord is truly eager for Life Eternal.  He has kept the Commandments of God from his youth on up.  He’s asking, seeking, knocking on the very Door of the Kingdom itself for Christ is the Door, even as He Himself has said, and any man who enters by Him “’shall be saved, and he shall go in and out, and find pasture’” (Jn. 10:1-18).  And, again, “’I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me’” (Jn. 14:6).  But, this would-be disciple and follower of Jesus knows within his soul a void, a spiritual lacking in his heart.  He senses that there must be a “more” that lies beyond him that he has yet to attain.  And so, in response to his yearning, his hungering and thirsting after righteousness (Beatitudes), “Jesus said unto him, ‘If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell what thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in Heaven; and come and follow Me.’”    
	“‘If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell what thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in Heaven; and come and follow Me.’”  Despite having kept the Commandments of God toward his neighbors without flaw insofar as the rich man understood those Commandments, our Lord quickly diagnosed what he still lacked, what was missing which would fulfill his deepest longings and “perfect” him in that which he so earnestly sought: faith in God Whose holy Commandments he strove to fulfill and love for Him which would put power in the man’s otherwise flawless obedience!  
	In His Sermon on the Mount, I believe our Lord and Master gives us the answer, not only to the rich man’s dilemma, but to us who seek the same Eternal Life sought by our fellow companion 2000 years ago!  The answer remains the same.  “And [Jesus] opened His mouth and taught them saying,
‘Ye have heard that it hath been said, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy.”  But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you and persecute you, that ye may be children of your Father Who is in Heaven.  For He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust.  For if ye love them that love you, what reward have ye?  Do not even the publicans the same?  And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others?  Do not even the publicans so?  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father Who is in Heaven is perfect’ (Mt. 5:43-48).   

These, beloved, are the very words of God Himself – not simply a mere man – but of God-in-the-flesh-Man, the very God Who spoke on Mt. Sinai His Ten Words to Moses!  He opened His holy lips and the words flowed from them as honey from the honeycomb and become for us who earnestly hunger and thirst for God sweet nectar for our souls (Ps. 18 [19]; 118 [119]:97-104)!  I submit to you, beloved, that what this rich man was searching for – indeed, what all of us truly search for and need to fulfill our human longings and strivings – what he needed and longed for was to be like the God in Whose image we have been formed from the beginning and Whose likeness we have been created to bear (Gn. 1:26-27; 5:1; WS. 2:23-24).
	Here, then, is the source, not only of the rich man’s sense of emptiness despite being a decent human being and religious, if not spiritual, soul.  It is also the source of his great and seemingly inconsolable sorrow upon hearing the way to Eternal Life!  To be like our God Who is Holy and Mighty and Immortal (Trisagion), is to be made perfect in Him, which is to say, it is to be made whole once again, complete in Him, fulfilled by Him, healed of our infirmities so that we trust Him above all others and love Him fully, forsaking all others.  Jesus challenged this man’s true and real god which this man may not really have known he served until confronted by the true and living God Whose Commandments the man said he had kept!  
	You see, beloved, this Scripture isn’t simply or only about possessions, those worldly goods we amass, but it’s about all that we prefer to God Himself, despite the fact that we say we love Him and serve Him.  And that will be different for each of us.  For the rich man before us, it was, in fact, his “great possessions” which he could not bring himself to part with either by actually giving them away, as our Lord instructed him to do, or by detaching himself from them so that he would no longer cling to them in his heart but see them instead as a means to the end which is treasure in the Kingdom of Heaven!  St. Paul says virtually the same thing when he instructs Timothy to
Charge those who are rich in this world that they be not haughty, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good works, ready to distribute, willing to [share], laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on Eternal Life (1 Tm. 6:17-19). 
  	“’If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell what thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in Heaven; and come and follow Me.’”  Beloved, in our quest for Eternal Life, what does our Lord and Master ask of us, ask from us?  What prevents us from seizing Life Eternal, from coming to Jesus and following after Him without reserve, without hesitancy, without hindrance or impediment?  What is it that we still withhold from His Lordship over us, that we have yet to relinquish and surrender to Him as our King and our God without reserve or conditions such as others have tried: “Lord, let me first go and say good-bye to my family.  Lord, I have to bury my father first” (Lk. 9:57-62).  Notice, beloved, what these have in common: they each believe that there is something more important than doing the will of God, that there is something more good than God Himself Who is the Source and the Summit of all goodness, even as our Lord says.  They believe that there is something first, that is, ahead of God and more important than His Kingdom, that places demands for priority on them.  But, what does the Master say to them as to us?  “’But seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you’” (Mt. 6:33).
	“When His Disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, ‘Who then can be saved?’”  Perhaps they’re not alone in wondering.  Perhaps we, like them, wonder, “Can I be saved?  Can I enter the Kingdom of God and have Eternal Life?”  And, what was our Lord’s response?  He “beheld them,” as He does even us, in absolute love and understanding and what does He say?  “’With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’”  If our salvation depends solely on us, none of us can be saved.  But, if we trust our Lord’s words to us and yield ourselves completely and wholly to Him in faith believing – our hearts, our minds, our souls, our bodies, our lives, our livelihoods, our reputations, our possessions, our families, our sinful habits and desires – all that we have and all that we are – and we follow Him, we shall have treasure in Heaven and Life Eternal, for “’with God all things are possible.’”   
	Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.  Amen.
	Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory forever!
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