Seventeenth Sunday after Holy Pentecost
(2 Cr. 6:16-7:1)

1
		Christ is in our midst!  He is and ever shall be!
In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
“Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”
“Perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”  We can little escape the reality, beloved, that holiness of heart and life is something you and I are called to by virtue of our Baptism into our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ.  It is a Biblical concept, if not mandate, and is not relegated to the pages of the Old Testament but is found throughout Sacred Scripture.  Holiness or the call to be holy is rooted in and flows from the very nature of our God Whose sons and daughters we have become by the grace of His adopting us as His very own (Jn. 1:12-13; Rm. 8:15; 9:4; Ga. 4:5; Ep. 1:5; 1 Jn. 3:1).  “[B]ut as He Who hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of living, because it is written: ‘Be ye holy, for I AM holy,’” the Apostle St. Peter writes echoing the Old Testament admonition to holiness (Lv. 11:44, 45; 19:2; 20:7; 1 Pe. 1:15-16).  But, what does it mean to be holy, to “perfect holiness in the fear of God”?
As a kid growing up in what has been labeled among Protestants as the “holiness tradition” – a tradition associated with such churches as the Free Methodist, Wesleyan, Nazarene, God’s Missionary, and Pilgrim Holiness, to name but a few, a tradition perhaps epitomized by the now defunct Sunbury Holiness Camp Ground – holiness was frequently, if not nearly exclusively, focused on such externals things as no drinking of alcohol, no dancing, no movies, no card playing, no smoking or chewing of tobacco, no short dresses for women or long hair for men.  Its precepts were often stated more in what was forbidden than in what was permitted.
However, as much as I chaffed under the yoke of this understanding of holiness in those days of my youth, I have now come to receive in the Church’s Great Tradition that as Christians we are, in fact, called to be holy, to walk in “holiness without which,” St. Paul tells us elsewhere, “no man shall see the Lord” (Hb. 12:14).  Indeed, we are not only called, but promised by the Apostle, that “we might be partakers of [God’s] holiness” (Hb. 12:10) which should not surprise us since we are also enabled through these same precious promises of God to “be partakers of [His] divine nature” (2 Pe. 1:4)!  
“’Be holy,’” God commands His people in both Old and New Testaments alike, “’for I AM holy’” (Lv. 11:44, 45).  Here is where holiness for us begins and ends, brethren, in God Whose very nature is holy.  We who have been chosen by God to be baptized into the Son of God-made-flesh, have been made one with Him and He with us through the indwelling Holy and Life-creating Spirit (Jn.  15:16).  Marvel at this Mystery of the Faith, beloved; savor it and allow yourselves, brethren, to be overwhelmed by this truth we have heard from the Apostle’s own pen this morning when he said to us, “For ye are the temple of the living God.”  Is this not what our Lord promised in St. John’s Gospel when He declared that there was coming a day – Pentecost to be exact! – when the Holy Spirit would be given to all those who would believe in Him, quenching forever the thirst of all who would drink deeply of Him (Jn. 7:37-39; 14:16-17, 23)?  Of course, what St. Paul says here he’s saying to the whole Church – the Body of Christ – “ye are the Temple of the living God.”  But, this truth applies as well to us as individual members of Christ’s Body.  For when we are baptized, we are immersed in Christ and become sharers of His divine nature through Holy Communion (1 Cr. 3:16-17).  So, the Church is holy – as are her baptized – precisely because her Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ is holy and dwells in her!     
But, there is a sense in which we must take our Lord’s holiness bestowed upon us by His grace and make it our own, that is, live out what we have been made by Him, which is to say, “perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”  We should be getting the sense from the Apostle’s words here that this holiness we receive from the Lord through His Holy Spirit makes us, well, holy.  It sets us apart and makes us uniquely different from the rest of the world.  Life changed when we were baptized into Christ God; our loyalties shifted from Satan to God, from sin to righteousness, precisely because we were delivered “from the power of darkness, and [have been] translated into the Kingdom of [God’s] dear Son, in Whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Co. 1:13-14).  A temple is a building consecrated by God and set apart from all others for the holy and sacred purpose of offering the spiritual sacrifices of prayer and worship.  This is what we are, you and I, a temple of the living God placed in the midst of the world to bear Him witness by our worship, our prayer, and our life together as the People of God (1 Pe. 2:4-10)!  “As God hath said: ‘I will dwell in them and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.’”
I trust that we’re beginning to see that we can never return to our old lives of sin and self-centeredness once we have been baptized into our holy God and united with His holy Church, the Body of Christ.  The old life of sin and this new life in Christ and His righteousness are incompatible and cannot exist together.  We cannot serve two masters (Mt. 6:24; Lk. 16:13).  Holiness and ungodliness cannot dwell together in the same soul.  This is what St. Paul is saying in the broader context of his Epistle this morning.  “[W]hat fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?,” he asks.  “And what communion hath light with darkness?  And what concord hath Christ with Belial [Satan]?” (2 Cr. 6:14-16).  We cannot love God and willingly approve of sin in our lives as somehow sin is okay and God will smile and overlook it.  This isn’t what St. Paul is saying here.  There is a sense in which we are to flee from sin as fast as we can, to run for our lives far from it, to separate ourselves from sin and its tempting and alluring influences just as an alcoholic or an addict must, for the sake of sobriety, avoid people, places, and things which feed his or her addiction.  And so, “’Come out from among them, and be ye separate,’ saith the Lord. ‘And touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters,’ saith the Lord Almighty.”  
So, how do we overcome this sin?  How do we go about separating ourselves from sin?  How do we go about “perfecting holiness in the fear of God”?  We do so by learning to love and fear God in all humility of heart and soul.  Sacred Scripture has long taught us that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the holy is understanding” (Jb. 28:28; Ps. 110 [111]:10; Pr. 1:7; 9:10).  We must learn to hate sin and despise the devil, the Fathers teach us, by growing more and more to love God, to be in love with God.  For where the love of God abides, there Satan and the love of sin cannot abide.  Holiness, then, beloved, is perfected in love for “God is love,” St. John the Theologian tells us (1 Jn. 4:7-12, 16-21).  And, how do we know we love God?  St. John, again, has the answer: “For this is the love of God: that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not grievous” (1 Jn. 5:3).  And, again, 
We love Him, because He first loved us.  If a man say, ‘I love God,’ and hateth his brother, he is a liar.  For he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God Whom he hath not seen?  And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loveth God love his brother also (1 Jn. 4:19-21).   

	Brethren, I would submit to you that this is precisely the love that our Lord Jesus speaks of today in the Holy Gospel (Lk. 6:31-36).  It is a holy love, God’s own love, a love that stands apart from human love, a distinct love which exceeds our restrictions and human boundaries!  It is a love that can only come from the Holy Spirit Who lives and abides in the Church and in the hearts and souls of the humble faithful.  If we submit ourselves to His love to live His unfeigned love towards others fervently with pure hearts, we will find ourselves “perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (1 Pe. 1:22-25).  For this, beloved, is good and right and true and all who have their hope in Him purify themselves, “even as He is pure” (1 Jn. 3:3).    
	“For ye are the temple of the living God. . . . Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”
	Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.  Amen.
Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory forever! 
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