Tenth Sunday after Holy Pentecost
(Mt. 17:14-23)
1
		Christ is in our midst!  He is and ever shall be!
In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
And Jesus said unto them, . . . ‘[F]or verily I say unto you, if ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, “Remove hence to yonder place,” and it shall remove.  And nothing shall be impossible unto you.’

	So, what do we do with these words from our Lord this morning?  If we’re like so many others who have heard these words, we no doubt may be feeling a twinge of guilt for who of us here have recently summoned up enough faith to command a mountain to be displaced, let alone to achieve some great undertaking?  If we are like so many others, when faced with seemingly insurmountable obstacles or impossible odds, we succumb to our rational side – to our reasoning – which slaps us in the face and demands, “Son, come to your senses!”  
	But, we have Jesus’ words to us this morning.  And no doubt what we hear, what catches our attention, is the sheer audacity of the miraculous which defies our experience!  Remove mountains?  Impossible!  But, “’if ye have faith as a grain of mustard see, . . . nothing shall be impossible unto you.’”  So, what you and I are left with is to wrestle with the place of faith in our lives because we take our Lord and Master – this God made Man, Whose very Word has brought into existence all things, seen and unseen – we take Him at His word for His word is Truth (Jn. 17:17; Hb. 11:3).  
As we review again what our Lord has said, we note immediately that something went terribly awry between the time that Jesus sent His Disciples out on their Kingdom mission back in chapter 10 of this Gospel until now, 7 chapters later.  He had given them “power against unclean spirits to cast them out, and to heal all manner of disease” when He sent them out (Mt. 10:1).  But, today, when presented with a father’s epileptic son whose seizure activity was such that he fell into fire and water, they are, at best, stymied and, at worst, impotent in the face of what we later find out is a severe case of demon possession!  
So, what happened to these once “successful” Kingdom healers and bearers of the Gospel?  We’re not exactly sure, except to say that our Lord diagnosed their impotence as unbelief, that they had become just like that “’faithless and perverse generation’” rebuked by our Lord in His anguish: “’O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you?  How long shall I suffer you?’”  You know, brethren, this should be a warning to us as believers in this Gospel that we, too, always, in seeking to minister to the needs of the world, in trying to bear this Jesus witness without appearing odd and eccentric to our neighbors, that we, too, run the risk of becoming once again what we have been called out from by our Lord, of looking so much like the faithless and perverse generation our Lord has called us to leave behind that we dilute the power of faith and fall into the impotence of unbelief, just like the Disciples!  The Disciples themselves had become indistinguishable from the age in which they lived and were called by God to serve.  And so they found themselves hamstrung by unbelief when the need arose to bring the Kingdom of God to bear!  
Again, beloved, if we’re like so many others, we probably get caught up in trying to figure out just what does a dose of faith the size of a grain of mustard seed look like.  Can it be measured or weighed?  But, here again, that would be to focus on the wrong thing.  For what our Lord and Master is doing is He is using a figure of speech – hyperbole – to grab our attention and to drive home His point which is this: faith in God is what conquers!  St. John writes in one of his Epistles, 
For whosoever is born of God overcometh the world.  And this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? (1 Jn. 5:4-5).

Jesus is sharply, if not comically, and purposely contrasting seemingly insignificant faith versus seemingly insurmountable obstacles!  When we are faced with the inconceivable, our faith always looks small.  But, when we are trusting in the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and are praying in His Name seeking the good things of His holy will – such as we ask when we pray the Our Father together – nothing will be impossible to His Church (Mt. 18:19-20; Mk. 11:22-24)!  The impossibility rather typically lies within us and not with God because we surrender to the anxiety and fear of reason which has demonstrated to the satisfaction of our thinking its “reasonableness” that, “This is crazy!”  Brethren, who among us would’ve thought we would be where we’re at today proposing the erection of a Temple in this place?  But, what has God been doing when we give Him what little faith we think we have?  
	To be sure, brethren, as we ponder today’s Holy Gospel there are no recorded incidents in Sacred Scripture where mountains are removed and cast aside, though the Fathers have long believed that had the Apostles found it necessary to do so for the sake of the Kingdom it would’ve been done!  Indeed, even our Lord and Master, the Son of the true and living God, does not uproot mountains and dislocate them.  And yet, in Scripture, there are miracles of healings and raisings of the dead as well as exorcisms!  But, even these, though not uncommon, are nonetheless not reported to be daily occurrences.  Yet, faith is.  Read the Scriptures and there we will find St. Paul lauding the faith of the Thessalonians which is well known (1 Th. 1:3, 8; 2 Th. 1:3-4) and he marks as praiseworthy the faith of the Colossians (Co. 1:3-4).  Faith, beloved, is the common ground for all Christians.  It is the fertile soil in which the seed of God’s Word is planted bringing forth abundantly, “’some hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold,’” Jesus says (Mt. 13:8).  Faith is at once both a gift from God the Holy Spirit (1 Cr. 12:3) and it is something which we must nurture and cultivate through prayer and fasting as well as exercise through doing works of love (Lk. 17:5-6; Ga. 5:6).  Faith, as defined by St. Paul, is “the substance [realization] of things hoped for, the evidence [confidence] of things not seen” (Hb. 11:1).  Faith doesn’t necessarily contradict or automatically oppose reason, but rather faith enlightens our reasoning with the light of God.  It is only when reason is unenlightened, unredeemed, and unsanctified that the two can clash and oftentimes mightily!  Faith, beloved, is the insignificant stone, which David put into his sling, and slung into the forehead of the giant, Goliath, who was defying the armies of the living God and killed him (1 Sm. 17)!  Faith is a living, breathing relationship with Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Son of the Most Holy Theotokos, called trust.  Let us feast upon Him in prayer, then, with fasting so that we may trust Him and be prepared to minister to the needs of the world as we, together, move forward not only in the building up of this Chapel, but more importantly, of the Kingdom of God in this place.  
’[F]or verily I say unto you, if ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say to this mountain, “Remove hence to yonder place,” and it shall remove.  And nothing shall be impossible unto you.’ 

Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.  Amen.
Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory forever!
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