Fourth Sunday after Holy Pentecost
(Rm. 6:18-23)

1
		Christ is in our midst!  He is and ever shall be!
In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is Eternal Life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
For some of us who have come out of an evangelical Protestant background, these words of St. Paul may have been early memorized by us, along with those of the most familiar verses of the Apostle and Evangelist, St. John the Theologian: “’For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have Everlasting Life’” (Jn. 3:16).  
But, to grasp better the Apostle’s words here, we must first understand that they are rooted in what he has said just before them earlier in this chapter.  What he says is set within the larger context of the sacred Mystery of Holy Baptism.  “Know ye not,” St. Paul wonders aloud, “that as many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ,” that is, who “have put on Christ,” to use an image from another of his Epistles (Ga. 3:27), “were baptized into His Death?”.  And, then, he goes on,
Therefore we are buried with Him by Baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His Death, so we shall also be in the likeness of His Resurrection, knowing this: that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  For he that is dead is freed from sin (Rm. 6:3-7).

What we have to understand here, beloved, is that there is a finality we have entered into in the Mystery of Holy Baptism.  With our Baptism into Christ God comes death – His Death and ours!  Our tri-fold immersion in the waters of Baptism is a drowning of sin in our lives, a crucifixion and a putting to death of the old man in us whose inclination is for sin and waywardness and whose love is for darkness rather than the Light (Jn. 3:19).  There is at work here the imagery of burial in the grave, of going down into the grave, of being “planted together” with Christ God “in the likeness of His Death.”
But, death, beloved, isn’t all there is.  We know that from death arises life!  That is Pascha!  That is Pentecost!  “Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing Life!” (Paschal Troparion).  Death – our death – can only be meaningful and have salvific import “in Christ Jesus,” if we have “put on Christ” in the waters of Baptism!  Together, then, with our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ, we are planted in His Death so that together with Him we may share in the power of His Resurrection from the dead!  This, beloved, is not simply or solely an intellectual exercise; it is the sacramental reality of our new life in Jesus Christ!  This is God’s new reality – our transformation in Christ God by the Holy Spirit (Co. 1:13-14) – which we not only have to accept with our minds, but, equally so, with our hearts as well (Rm. 12:1-2).  “[O]ur old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin,” that is to say, sin itself, “might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  For he that is dead” – in Christ God and with Him – “is freed from sin” (Rm. 6:3-7).  “Therefore we are buried with Him by Baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”  The divine intent, beloved, of our baptismal dying is a rising up to live a new and different life than before, rooted not in the inclinations of the old sinful man, but rather in those of the new man which is being conformed ever and again to the image of the Son of God “in righteousness and true holiness” (Rm. 8:29; Ep. 4:20-24; Co. 3:9-10).  
This new life can only come from God.  It is that new birth or re-birth from Heaven above our Lord and Master spoke to Nicodemus about.  “’Verily, verily I say unto thee, unless a man be born again,’” which is to say, “’unless a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot see the Kingdom of God’” (Jn. 3:3, 5-8).  “Therefore if any man be in Christ,” St. Paul declares elsewhere, “he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things have become new” (2 Cr. 5:17; Rv. 21:5).  And, again, in that great Resurrection chapter in First Corinthians, the same Apostle declares: 
‘The first man Adam was made a living soul.’  The last Adam was made a quickening Spirit. . . . The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second Man is the Lord from Heaven.  As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy; and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.  And as we have borne the image of the earthy,” [that is, of the first Adam,] “we shall also bear the image of the heavenly,” [that is, the Second Adam and Son of God, Jesus Christ our Lord] (1 Cr. 15:45-49).    

	Beloved, this is the necessary spiritual transformation Sacred Scripture and Holy Tradition alike have long taught is the fruit of the Incarnation of our Lord in the Flesh and the sending of the Life-giving Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  It is that “form of doctrine,” spoken of by the Apostle earlier in Rm. 6, “delivered to [us],” which we have “obeyed from the heart” (Rm. 6:17).  This new life can come only from God and through Him as we continue to cooperate with His saving and sanctifying grace.  Ours is a spiritual regeneration which must take place.  “[God] saved us not by works of righteousness which we had done,” the Apostle tells us, “but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration, and by the renewing of the Holy Ghost, which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, . . . .” (Ts. 3:5-6).  Regeneration, beloved, signifies that, outside of Christ God and His Baptism, we are as dead as a doornail spiritually in our trespasses (Ep. 2:1), utterly powerless to do anything whatsoever to save ourselves.  However, the waters of Baptism save us (1 Pe. 3:21), St. Peter says, because they are waters which are full of Christ God and His Holy Spirit so that they become for us “the washing of regeneration” and “renewing of the Holy Spirit” (Ts. 3:5).
	All of this, beloved, is the foundation of all that the Apostle says to us in today’s brief pericope from his Epistle.  “Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.”  The question isn’t whether we will be slaves or free.  The question is: whose slave will we be?  Who will we willingly serve and render our obedience?  Will we yield ourselves to serve sin which leads only to eternal death or will we surrender ourselves to be slaves of God and His righteousness, whose fruit is holiness and whose end is Everlasting Life (Rm. 6:16)?  
In a way, the die has been cast.  By virtue of our Baptism into Christ Jesus we no longer belong to ourselves but to Christ God Whose Holy Spirit dwells in us (Rm. 14:7; 1 Cr. 6:19-20).  However, the question is: will we yield ourselves to His holy control each and every day, each and every minute of our lives, so that His Life and grace may abide in us and flow through us?  Will we find in Him that which fills our soul with joy and so give ourselves to Him and to His Kingdom “for obedience to the faith” (Mt. 6:33; Rm. 1:5; 16:26)?
In Christ, we have been set free to follow Him, to give our same consent as that of the Most Holy Theotokos whose “yes” to God became our salvation (Annunciation)!  When we were enslaved to sin, to those very things of which we are now ashamed, what did we gain, the Apostle asks.  What did we profit by gaining the whole world (Mt. 16:26; Mk. 8:36; Lk. 9:25)?  The end, St. Paul says, if we’re really and truly honest, was nothing but death – alienation from God and His love.  “But now,” the Apostle says, “being made free from sin and having become servants of God, ye have your fruit unto holiness and the end, Everlasting Life.”  What we receive from God by our continual obedience to Him and to His righteousness is nothing less than God’s own divine and holy Life in us!  Only God is holy by nature.  Only we can share in that holiness and become partakers of His divine nature by faith and grace (1 Pe. 1:13-16; 2 Pe. 1:4).  Indeed, it is that which we receive each and every time we partake of the most holy and precious Body and Blood of Christ God – Everlasting Life – His own Eternal Life (Jn. 6:30-58)!  
Death – eternal separation from God – is the wage sin earns us; “but the gift of God is Eternal Life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  
“Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldest come under the roof of my soul, but only say the word and I shall be healed” (Mt. 8:5-13).
Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.  Amen.
Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory forever! 
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