Eighth Sunday after Holy Pentecost
(1 Cr. 1:10-18)
1
		Christ is in our midst!  He is and ever shall be!

In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Now I beseech you, brethren, by the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions [schisms] among you, but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

	In these opening lines of his apostolic letter to the Church at Corinth, St. Paul readily acknowledges the rich giftedness of this body of Christians.  Indeed, he says that “in every thing ye are enriched by Him, in all utterance and in all knowledge” (1 Cr. 1:5) and he offers God thanks for the rich grace that has been poured out by the Lord Jesus upon this body of believers in the midst of this morally bankrupt ancient city (1 Cr. 1:4).  He even rightly confesses them to be the Church of God, “sanctified in Christ Jesus” and “called to be saints” (1 Cr. 1:2).
	But, then, he brings them in love to the matter at hand.  He alerts them that word has come to him from the house church they’ve been gathering in that “there are contentions among you.”  These contentions or divisions – schisms – must have been sharp enough to have gravely concerned “those who are of the house of Chloe” to forewarn the Apostle of possible impending implosion.  For, beloved, we know just from common sense alone, if not sanctified common sense, that “’every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand’” (Mt. 12:25).  Lincoln, perhaps from whom these words are best known, was faced with a nation pitted against itself in a great civil war.  He knew that such a nation could not long endure.  But, Lincoln chose these words from our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ Who had uttered them long before.  
	And so, the Lord’s Apostle asks, “Is Christ divided?”  Indeed, can He be?  That’s a question we are faced with all the time.  Are we going to divide Christ?  And, if so, why?  What could be so all-fired important, so critical, to cause division in the Body of Christ and split Him asunder?  For those of us whose roots are in the Protestant world, the answer to that question is quite simple: anything!  Just about anything and everything could be cause enough to split apart and go separate ways, start a new church just around the corner, leave in a huff, or dig our heels in for a great civil war.  As former Protestants – at least for many of us gathered here – we were told pretty much, either directly in word or indirectly by deed, that such a mindset and behaviors are normal and to be expected in the Church.  That it was OK for sharp disagreements to exist in the Body even though such dissension isolated folks from each other and caused a hardening of the heart towards one another despite the reality of a shared Baptism and Holy Communion!  It never seemed to cross our minds that division and Baptism, contentions and Communion, were literally diametrically opposed to one another precisely because it divided Christ God just as surely as a butcher divides a chicken or a hog or a beef!  When the Body of believers turns against itself, ultimately, it is Jesus Christ, Who was crucified for us and in Whose most holy Name we have been baptized – it is Him Who is injured and made a scandal of in the midst of the world!  Indeed, the Apostle says elsewhere in this same Epistle that a people divided is not a sign of being spiritual but rather a sign of being carnal and immature spiritually.  “For if there is among you,” he says, “envying and strife and divisions, are ye not carnal and walk as men?” (1 Cr. 3:1-9).  In fact, he goes on to even say that those who “cause divisions and offenses” in the Body of Christ which threaten to rend the holy and seamless garment of our Lord are to be identified and avoided (Rm. 16:17)!
	Beloved, let us understand here what the Apostle is not saying.  He is not disdaining diversity of thought or of opinion in non-essential matters – doctrine is not negotiable – and he is not advocating for lockstep uniformity!  He is the first to recognize and call attention to the rich diversity of spiritual gifts present in the Church through the Holy Spirit.  Not all are called to be preachers, teachers, or sextons.  Not everyone can be an arm, a leg, or a hand for a body is composed in a unity of diversity.  And, it is those diverse parts with diverse functions, perfectly knit together, which create the one unified living body in which there is no schism nor can be (Rm. 12:4-8; 1 Cr. 12-14; Rv. 21:22-27).  What the Apostle is saying, and what the Lord is teaching us through him, is that diversity of opinion and thoughts or even perspectives cannot become solidified into entrenched positions so that there is a party of Peter and a party of Apollos and a party of Paul and one of any other you can name.  We cannot allow diversity or differences to create division.  For what binds us together by divine necessity is the love of God for us in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rm. 8:31-39)!  Making a direct connection to the waters of Baptism, St. Paul has this to say.  “Therefore, holy and beloved,” he writes,
as the elect of God, put on hearts of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suffering, forbearing one another and forgiving one another if any man have a quarrel against another: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  And above all these things put on charity [love], which is the bond of perfectness.  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which ye are called in one Body, and be ye thankful (Co. 3:12-15).

It is the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord which perfects us together, and God’s peace in the Body arises from that love as does being thankful.  
	None of all that the Apostle says ever suggests that disagreements will not arise and be present in the Church.  But, when we abound in the love of Christ God towards one another those disagreements will be handled differently as is fitting in the Kingdom of God because love will not assume a position but open itself to the other for the sake of the Name of Jesus Christ.  
Charity [love] suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up; doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.  Charity never faileth (1 Cr. 13:4-8).    

	Brethren, let us take heart together that our Lord prayed for us as our Great High Priest on the night of His betrayal, even for our unity in love such as is shared by the Most Holy Trinity which would be a sign and a witness to the world!
‘[T]hat they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.  And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them, that they may be one, even as We are one: I in them and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me’ (Jn. 17:20-23).

Now I beseech you, brethren, by the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions [schisms] among you, but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. . . . . . [lest the Cross be emptied of its power].

Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.  Amen.
	Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory forever! 
PROPERS:

1 Cr. 1:10-18	
Mt. 14:14-22      

