Ninth Sunday after Holy Pentecost
(1 Cr. 3:9-17)
1
		Christ is in our midst!  He is and ever shall be!
In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
“For we are laborers together with God; ye are God’s husbandry; ye are God’s building.”
The holy and blessed Apostle continues his thought from last Sunday’s Epistle reading.  We are reminded this morning that the Church of Jesus Christ is not about individuals per se, which is to say, it’s not about Paul or Peter or Apollos or me or you, though admittedly the Church is composed of individuals who have been brought together in the power of the Holy Spirit and welded together by His divine grace into the very Body of Christ Himself (Rm. 12:3-8; 1 Cr. 12)!  This notwithstanding, the Church isn’t about individuals, she is all about the God-Man, Jesus Christ, the Son of the Blessed Virgin, the Son of God!  When we come to the Church to be baptized or received by Chrismation, we come to her to be baptized into her.  We confess her Faith as our own and receive her Holy Tradition as our own. We do not come to the Church to make her into our image, but rather to be molded by her into the image of our crucified and risen Lord Jesus and the likeness of our God “in righteousness and true holiness” (Gn. 1:26; WS 2:23; Rm. 8:29; Ep. 4:13, 15, 24; Co. 3:10).  In essence, then, beloved, as individuals we are grafted into the true Body of Christ our God in the Mystery of Baptism and we are nurtured on the very Body and Blood of the True Vine which is Christ Himself in Whom we are being transformed from one degree of glory to another by the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life (2 Cr. 3:18; Nicene Creed).  To use some pop culture language, as individuals we “find ourselves” when we are united to Jesus Christ in His one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Body and we find our fulfillment, our completion, our healing, our salvation within this “community of the Beloved”!
So, St. Paul emphasizes here today, “ye,” that is, y’all together as one, “ye are God’s husbandry [or field or planting]; ye are God’s building.”  Regardless of any personalities involved in the planting and cultivation of the Church, it is God Who blesses and gives the increase, the Apostle reminds us, for it is God’s Church which is being planted and carefully tended to by those who are called by Him to be “laborers together with [Him]” in His vineyard and to build upon the foundation which God Himself has provided in the Passion-pierced flesh of His Son!  The Church is never about the individual workers who the Apostle says are nothing, but it is all about Him Whose Temple we are being handcrafted into!  “Know ye not,” St. Paul wonders aloud, “that ye are the Temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”  And then the Apostle adds something quite blunt to drive home his point that the Church as God’s is not to be tampered with by anyone: “If any man defile the Temple of God,” he declares, presumably through causing division and disrupting the holy union of Christ’s seamless robe, “him shall God destroy.”  Why?  Because God does not take such things lightly.  “For the Temple of God is holy” – not to be tampered with – “and ye are that Temple.”  Another chief Apostle, St. Peter, builds on St. Paul’s foundation here in his Epistle.  He writes,
Coming to Him [i.e., Christ] as unto a Living Stone, disallowed indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, ye also as living stones are built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ (1 Pe. 2:4-5).  

At the end of the day, beloved, whatever we do, whatever we say – all must be done to the honor and glory of God Whose planting and building we are!  Our words and our actions as fellow workers with God in His Kingdom must be done in His holy Name and must gleam with the glory and the honor of Him Whose servants we are (1 Cr. 10:31; Co. 3:17).  Our words and our actions must be fitting to the very foundation already laid which is Jesus Christ, the spotless and pure Lamb of God, upon Whom we are building up His Church with thoughts, words, and deeds that are either gold, silver, and precious stones worthy of Christ our God and indestructible or they are wood, hay, and stubble worthy only of ourselves and good for nothing but destruction in the time of testing.  For these, brethren, are our spiritual sacrifices offered up by us which must needs be “acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Pe. 2:5).  So, then, “according to the grace of God which is given to [each of us], . . . let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.”
Brethren, several years ago, God granted us an opportunity – a divine opportunity which none of us sought – to see a small community of likeminded souls planted here in this place where the Orthodox Church has never been known!  It is good for us to contemplate where we’ve come from and the reasons we’re still here today and why it is that we haven’t scattered to the four winds as we all could have easily done.  We have to confess that this is God’s work among us and in us for no other explanation will suffice.  But, this we know, by God’s grace, we, and all those neighbors who have been watching, have been witnessing the blossoming of a chapel.  We are living proof that the Church is, at its core, not a building but the baptized gathered together in love and in prayer, worshipping God the Father in Spirit and in Truth (Jn. 4:24).  The foundation of our existence and our eternal goal has always been and forever must be – Jesus Christ and Him crucified (1 Cr. 2:2).  It is not about us.  It has never been about us – nor should it be!  The moment this Body becomes about any one particular individual or a personal agenda, it immediately ceases to be all about Jesus and should be allowed to die, hopefully, a merciful death.   
Beloved, the foundation of our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ has been laid 2000 years ago by His ignominious Death and most glorious Resurrection and Ascension into Heaven, and His Apostles have built thereon faithfully (Ep. 2:19-22).  Now, it’s our turn to follow in their holy and noble footsteps.  If St. Paul was a wise master builder, let us do no less than he as we join ourselves to these apostolic labors and so become God’s fellow workers.  Let us note here, beloved, ours is not a partnership of equality with God, but rather it is one of divine service and opportunity.  As the glorious and holy Forerunner and Baptist John said long before us, whose words remain true, “’He must increase, but I must decrease’” (Jn. 3:30).  As a wise master builder, then, let us follow the Master’s plan and glorify Him with our best offerings of heart, mind, soul, body, and strength (Dt. 6:4-5; Mk. 12:29-30).  For these alone will be worthy to be added to the foundation and to withstand the time of testing which inevitably must come.  Anything less is quite simply not worthy of the One Whose most holy and precious Body and Blood is our food, our life, our hope, and our salvation.  
“For we are laborers together with God; ye are God’s husbandry; ye are God’s building. . . . [Y]e are the Temple of God, and . . . the Spirit of God dwelleth in you.”
Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.  Amen.
Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory forever!
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