Sunday of the Holy Forefathers
(Lk.14:16-24)
1
		Christ is in our midst!  He is and ever shall be!
In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
‘A certain man made a great supper and bade many.  And he sent his servant at suppertime to say to them that were bidden, “Come, for all things are now ready.”  And they all with one accord began to make excuses.’

	In the light of our Lord’s parable, I’d like to ask a question of us this morning, if I may: Where does God fit into your life?
	You see, brethren, for me even to pose the question like I did belies the simple truth: God isn’t supposed to “fit” into our lives like some puzzle piece in search of its right fitting space.  Rather, we’re grafted by His grace through the Holy Spirit into His Son, Jesus Christ, “Who is our life” – our whole life – according to Sacred Scripture (Co. 3:4-11).  If anything, it could be said we “fit” into God’s Life.  St. Augustine captures well this thought when he avers in his spiritual autobiography, “For Thou hast formed us for Thyself, and our hearts are restless till they rest in Thee” (Confessions).  The Church has long held that we are creations of God the Father who have purpose and meaning because of that special relationship we have with God our Creator.  Indeed, we are bearers of His divine image and partakers of His divine nature (Gn. 1:26-27; 5:1; 2 Pe. 1:4).  “For God created man to be immortal,” Holy Tradition asserts, “and made him to be an image of His own eternity” (WS 2:23) which is the Eternal Life our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ says in His Holy Gospel He came to give (Jn. 17:2), the Life which we lost in our sin.  
This communion, beloved, this special relationship between God and His creature is expressed quite often as a sharing in a meal together to which our Lord frequently likens the Kingdom of God.  “’The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a certain king, who made a marriage for his son,’” He says in another place (Mt. 22:2).  In these parables, it is quite clear that we have been created by our King and our God to sit at table with Him.  It is His holy intent that we do so and He invites us to come and dine.  He beckons us and He bids us, “Come and eat!  Come and drink!  Come, taste and see that the Lord is good!”  But, what is the response of those summoned, of those invited to the Table of the Master?  Sadly, remarkably, incomprehensibly, “’they all with one accord . . . make excuses’”!  Each in his or her own way offers what they believe is a reason worthy of their absence, a reason that justifies their snubbing of the One Who has carefully, joyously, and abundantly prepared a banquet to which He has invited each and every one through the word of His servants.
Now mind you, beloved, the reasons and excuses tendered are not evil or wicked in and of themselves.  One has purchased a plot of earth, another five yoke of oxen, still another has gotten married – all worthy and all good in their rightful places.  The dilemma is, the banquet prepared, the meal served, the One Who has extended His most gracious invitation now no longer “fits” into the lives of those who have been called into the fellowship of the Kingdom Meal for which they have been created and offered.  Each in his or her own way has allowed the good things of this world and of this life to replace that for which they have been created by the hand of God.  Each in his or her own way has allowed other gods, perhaps more tangible and real in their minds, to enter into their lives and to hijack their hearts so that the One Who has commanded, “’Thou shalt have no other gods before Me,’” has been supplanted (Ex. 20:3; Dt. 5:7).  And the outcome of their taking the invitation lightly is frightening: “’For I say unto you that none of those men who were bidden shall taste of my supper.’”  Like Esau long before who had sold his birthright for some pottage because he was famished after a long day of hunting and believed he was going to die if he didn’t get something to eat, so those who were invited to the Master’s great supper sold their “birthright” for something they perceived was far better and lost the opportunity to “Come and dine” (Gn. 25:29-34)!
Beloved in the Lord, let us be clear here: When we try to “fit” God into our lives instead of fitting our lives into Him, the stark reality is that we will never be able to find what it is we’re looking for to satisfy our soul’s yearnings.  All those things which attract our attention and which appeal to us can never give what we think they have to offer or what they promise.  Because “Christ is our Life,” nothing less than Jesus Christ Himself will satisfy our hunger, quench our thirst, or scratch our itch.  To be sure, we may find temporary relief, momentary satisfaction, but it will not nor cannot be eternal because the good things of this life are but pale substitutes for the only One Who is true and real and Who gives our lives substance which is the Son of God born of the Most Holy Theotokos and ever-Virgin Mary!  The truth is, beloved, when we try to “fit” God into our lives, that puts us in control as though God has to bend to us.  Christ, then, is no longer our life but a piece of it, that is, if we have time or have need of Him!  When we try to “fit” God into our lives, something else will always be there to compete with Him and will inevitably take His place and usurp His sole rights over us as His baptized and redeemed.  
In this blessed and holy season of the Nativity Fast, beloved, the Church invites us to the Great Supper of the Master, of our King and our God, and she beckons us to take a step back by tempering our inclinations and our indulgences with a fast that helps us to re-examine our lives in the light of His Kingdom and its Holy Meal which is the very Body and Blood of Christ God Himself.  We are to prayerfully examine ourselves to see whether we are in the Faith and to test ourselves to see whether we are on the verge of losing our invitation and disqualifying ourselves because we have been taking God and our Baptism for granted and have been constructing our lives around our own wishes and desires and wants much like those in the parable (2 Cr. 13:5).  Holy Advent is the time of God’s grace which affords us this opportunity of examination and testing of self in the light of the Nativity of our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ according to the Flesh, so that when He appears we shall also appear with Him in glory and not be denied a place at His Table.  Let us humbly return to Him in repentance before it is too late and so rightly order our days once again according to His holy Word.  Let us surrender ourselves to Him that we may be “renewed in knowledge after the image of Him Who created [us]” and let us fashion our lives around Him with Jesus Christ and His Kingdom at the very center, binding all things together by the power of His Word (Co. 3:4-11; Hb. 1:3). 
So, then, allow me to ask you a question: Where does God “fit” into your life or do you “fit” into His?  And, what will we tell Him when He says to us, “’Come, for all things are now ready?’”
Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.  Amen.
	Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory forever! 




PROPERS:

Co. 3:4-11
Lk. 14:16-24       

