Sunday of the Holy Righteous Ones
(Mt.2:13-23)
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		Christ is born!  Glorify Him!
In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
In this most holy season of the Nativity of our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ according to the flesh, the whole world has kept reverent silence in the presence of so great and incomprehensible a Mystery as the Word of God condescending to become Man in the womb of the Most Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary!  The Immortal One takes on our mortality so that we who are mortal might partake of His immortality (WS 2:23)!  Let none of us ever become so relaxed with this Mystery that it becomes routine and old hat, no longer inspiring the worship of the Magi “who fell down and worshipped Him” when they beheld with their own eyes their Creator and Master lying there wrapped in swaddling clothes and in the flesh of man (Mt. 2:1-12).  Therefore, “Let all mortal flesh keep silent, and in fear and trembling stand, pondering nothing earthly minded. . . . .” (Great and Holy Saturday Cherubicon)!
But, in these remaining days of the Nativity Feast, we turn now to contemplate something just as incomprehensible.  We trade now the choirs of Heaven whose angelic voices filled the Judean countryside with awe that still and holy night and whose glad tidings inspired the shepherds to go with all-haste to the City of David to behold there in a manger, the Saviour, “’Who is Christ the Lord’” (Lk. 2:1-20).  We trade these for the inconsolable and bitter lamentation of Rachel weeping for the Holy Innocents slaughtered at the command of Herod.  We trade now the majesty and Mystery of God’s good will enfleshed for all mankind for the unfathomable depravity of a man whose fear of Heaven’s King incites the indescribable brutality perpetrated upon all the male children two years old and younger in and around that holy City of Bethlehem.  We trade now the pilgrimage of the Magi and the way of the shepherds for the Holy Family compelled by divine revelation to flee by night for their salvation to Egypt.  We trade the light and glory of Heaven’s angels for the soul-searing darkness of sin’s ancient poison which fuels the utter depravity of a Herod, and others like him, who surrender themselves in toto to the delusions of the evil one!  
Ever since the Nativity of our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ, the powers of Hell have been fighting viciously against “the little Lord Jesus” and His Church.  We see especially here today in both the Epistle and Gospel readings the utmost bitter hatred Hell has for the Christ Child and His people: Herod the king; Archelaus, his son; and the one time archenemy of the Way named Saul – each in his own way had doggedly persecuted the Holy Infant and His Body for the sole purpose to exterminate both from the face of the earth!  It is precisely here in these Sacred Scriptures so full of divine revelation that we are enabled to see by faith just how real the spiritual warfare is which is being directed against the Son of God and Saviour of the world and that this spiritual jihad has left real flesh and blood casualties in its wake – those confessors and martyrs commemorated by the Church in these immediate days of the Feast of the Incarnation: the holy Proto-martyr and Archdeacon Stephen; the 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia; and the 14,000 Holy Innocents of Bethlehem who were the first to suffer for their Lord and Master, Jesus Christ – and countless others since!  We can little grasp the terror one Infant can strike into the hearts of grown men with whole armies at their disposal!
Perhaps what today drives home for us is this: the work of God’s salvation of sinners – of us – is a messy work which takes place, not in some galaxy far, far away, but here in the midst of this world, and it is woven warp and woof into the very fabric of human history itself (Ga. 4:4-7).  For at a very specific time, in a very specific place, through a particular person God inserted Himself into the history of each of us, changing forever us and this world, and He continues to assert Himself in our lives – most peculiarly in the lives of those who receive His tidings of great joy unto themselves personally by faith in obedience to His Word made flesh.   “And the Word [of God] was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only Begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth.”  “He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not.  He came unto His own, and His own received Him not,” preferring instead darkness to His Light, sin’s momentary false pleasures to His everlasting righteousness and Life Eternal.  “But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to those who believe in His Name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” by water and the Spirit  (Jn. 1:1, 10-14; 3:5, 19).  
By God’s grace and mercy, perhaps what we might take from this, despite the bloody aftermath of the world’s frenzied and irrational hatred of Christ and His Church – a hatred which defies explanation but is nevertheless the stuff of Satanic promptings and demonic promotion which the Herods of the world fail to understand – perhaps what we can take with us this morning is precisely the blessed truth we sang with faith and confidence in the Great Compline of the Nativity: “God is with us!  Understand this, O nations, and submit yourselves, for God is with us!”  Herein is the majesty of God’s glory in which the Church and all her baptized may marvel, despite the murderous rage and thunderings of the world against the Church and all who belong to the Babe of Bethlehem: God is with us never to abandon us!  God is with us for He has condescended to assume the flesh of His creature so that we might ascend to the throne of God to share with Him by the grace of the All-holy Spirit His divine nature (2 Pe. 1:4)!  God is with us – His good will and peace – to soothe the ragings of a deeply disturbed and perverted world and to preserve His Church against the gates of Hell (Mt. 16:18).  Indeed, beloved, what other Good News [Gospel] can there be than this: God Himself is with us to redeem the fallen – even the worst of the worst – and to transform even the likes of so vile a heart as that of Saul of Tarsus, renamed Paul upon his conversion to the very One Whom he had sought to destroy (Ga. 1:11-19)!  And, if the Son of God can, in the majesty of divine love, save someone who so loathed Him and His Church to the point of extermination, what might He do for us . . . for me . . . for you, when we submit ourselves – surrender – to Him in the obedience of faith (Rm. 1:5; 16:26)?  
‘My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. . . . For He that is mighty hath done to me great things, and holy is His Name.  And His mercy is on them that fear Him, from generation to generation.  He hath shown strength with His arm; He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree.  He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He hath sent empty away.  He hath helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever’ (Magnificat).

May the God Who is with us, Who has revealed Himself to us in the eternal gift of His Son, be glorified in us.               
Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and save us.  Amen.
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